
Frequently Asked Questions about AP Statistics 
 
What is Stat like? 
Stat is much more than “just a math class”. It combines elements of math, reading, writing, logic and science.  In 
class, we often perform experiments and analyze our results.  We design studies to be performed with the help 
of students in the class. 
 
Why should I take Stat? 
Statistics is the most widely applicable branch of mathematics.  It is used by more people than any other kind of 
math.  You’ll never wonder when you’ll ever use this stuff! 
Stat is a fantastic introduction to college level courses.  It’s a great way to see the thoroughness that will be 
expected from your college professors.  At the same time, you still have the opportunity to ask questions and get 
direct feedback from your teacher – something that does not always happen once you get to college. 
Also, the SAT and ACT both have Statistics and Probability topics. Without a course in Statistics do you think 
you would do well on those topics? 
 
Who Uses Statistics? 
Everyone who needs to collect and analyze data needs to understand statistics.  That’s every branch of science, 
of course.  And it’s also important in the social sciences (like psychology, sociology, anthropology), in business 
and economics, in political science and government, in law, and in medicine.  There’s a very strong chance 
YOU will use statistics in college and in your career. 
 
Will I do well in Stat class? 
To do well in Stat, you should: 

• Be able to read and write very well 
• Have a good eye for detail 
• Be confident in your algebra skills (solving equations and radicals) 
• Be comfortable using a graphing calculator 
• Be willing to study and practice independently 

 
How much homework will I have? 
Stat students have, on average, about an hour’s worth of homework for each class.   
  
Would It Be My Only Math Course Next Year? 
Most people take Statistics as an elective, in addition to their regular math course.  You may take AP Stat and 
Pre-Calculus (or Calculus) during the same year, or you may choose to take AP Statistics alone. 
 
Who Can Sign Up? 
Anyone who has completed Algebra II with a C or better is eligible to take AP Statistics.   
 
Do I have to take the AP test? 
We don’t require that you take the AP test.  However, we expect the same level of commitment and skill from 
all students, regardless of whether they take the test.  If you take AP Stat seriously, you will be well prepared to 
do very well on the AP test. 
 
I’m convinced! How do I sign up? 
Select AP Statistics on the online platform  


